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Monday Meal
5pm 23" April
(Doors open 4:15)

The two combined churches Monday Meal team are introducing a
St George& Day fflavourdon 23™ April. One regular guest is

already looking for an English fieafoto hang on his Irish family tree.

If you wish to join us and have some English roots, not only of the
turnip variety, please bring along a REGIONAL dish perhaps from
your Granny®& home town — mains or dessert — and leave the fish
and chips for a beach picnic some other time. You may want to
keep your food hot in a thermal bag/bin if coming before 5pm.

Come along and put your ancestry on the wall map of England,
and try your skill with a small English quiz! Wedl finish with a sing-
along

With blessings

Barbara Linton and Johanna Halder

Dear all,

What a difference an encounter with the risen Jesus can make to
our lives.

Last week we celebrated Easter Sunday and the Gospel reading for
that day was John 20:1-18. It starts by telling us that, on the day
after Jesus was crucified and laid in the tomb, Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from
the tomb. This was a hopeless situation because she thought that
the body of Jesus had been taken from the tomb. However her
seemingly hopeless situation was about to change. She met the
risen Jesus. He was alive. Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me,
because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my
brothers and say to them, & am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.6 So Mary went excitedly and told
the disciples, "l have seen the Lord". Then she told them what
Jesus had said to her. However, her telling them this did not make
much difference to them because they didna believe that Jesus had
risen from the dead.

This was soon to change because they saw and encountered the
risen Jesus for themselves. For as we read on in the Gospel reading
we see that Jesus presented himself to the disciples, like Peter who
had denied him and to Thomas who doubted him. Not only that,
Jesus had a barbecue on the beach with some of his disciples and
he talked with some of his followers.

Seeing and encountering the risen Jesus really raised the faith of
the disciples, the risen Jesus had been brought to life again. This
restored the hopes that they had lost. If it had not happened, the
disciples would never have had the courage, the audacity or the
nerve to say another word about Jesus in public, let alone to claim
that He rose and is Lord of the living and the dead.

What a difference seeing and encountering the risen Jesus made to
Mary and the disciples. It was life changing for them and they went
into all the known world to tell others about the risen Jesus. They
went out and turned the world upside down and the world has never
been the same since.



Things have not changed 2000 years later. Encountering the risen
Jesus is still life changing. Jesus is still in the life changing business.
Encountering the risen Jesus can transform our lives. For we may
know our Bible back to front, we can attend church every Sunday, we
could have been Baptised or Confirmed, but these are only part of
the story. We need to meet and experience the risen Jesus to get the
full story, to experience his life abundantly, to gain that peace that is
beyond understanding, to have a real sense of hope.

Have you experienced the risen Jesus? Remember that Jesus said
ask and you will receive, seek and you shall find, knock and the door
will be opened to you. Mary had to look for Jesus but she found him
and her life was transformed. Jesus can transform your life as well.

| am aware that this is my last letter to you. It has been a joy and a
pleasure to minister amongst you all. My time in Te Awamutu has
been extremely rewarding and | must thank you all for the love,
kindness and encouragement that you have all shown to Jill and me.
Thank you also for the many retirement gifts that you have given us
and for the very moving farewells. | have been very moved by all your
kindness.

| will finish with the well-known Aaronic blessings from Numbers 6:24
-26:

dMay the LORD bless you

and protect you.

May the LORD smile on you

and be gracious to you.

May the LORD show you his favour
and give you his peace.0

So blessings to you all,

Murray
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Next term | will continue to need support to make Junior Youth
Group happen. With the increased number of children attending my
workload increases. This includes planning and preparing meals,
games, challenges and activities, as well as the teaching. Added to
this is also the need to produce programme guidelines to give to
parents and maintain family contacts. This includes texting and
writing to children who have been absent. Any amount of
assistance will be gratefully received.

Suzanne Reid

Message from Joan MacManus, Parish nurseé .Short Sharp
reminder that flu vaccinations are due from your G.P and also the
vaccine for Shingles is free too for 65 years and over. The
literature | have read states that the Shingles vaccine can
considerably lessen the pain acquired from this condition...Which
can only been seen as a bonus!

The Northern hemisphere had a severe bout of the flu last winter
resulting in debilitating chest infections so this year® available NZ
flu vaccine has been prepared to try to counteract those bugsé .

Y
F“'u‘ : HOPe . I_ove
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Junior Youth Group

This term has been busy with lots of different activities. We started
with water sports which was popular in the heat of summer. We
have had evenings which have involved challenges, one of which
was an Amazing Race around the church grounds & local
businesses. Another Friday we had a wheels night where we used
local bike paths to bike, scooter, skateboard or skate to and enjoy
the musical instrument park. The number of children attending is
consistently 15 to 20 which is encouraging.

During weekends there have been family events at Bulmers
Landing, climbing part way up Kakapuku Mountain and walking the
Nature walk at the base of Mount Pirongia. | have also been able to
take some of the children to the Pirongia Cafe Service at the
beginning of the month. Last Sunday | knew that had been
successful when two sisters jumped out of the car telling their
siblings, "you should have come, we had lots of fun."

| am grateful that Murray fitted us into his busy schedule to come at
the beginning of Youth Group to take the teaching time. He
organized lessons about Lent and Easter which were well received
by the children. Murray left us some follow-up work to complete and
we did various Easter art and craft activities including making Easter
Gardens.

Now that it is getting darker earlier we are going to be able to do
less outside. This Friday we will play spotlight and the following
Friday we are having an end of term BBQ with sausages and
marshmallows.

| am very grateful to the church people who have helped support me
in running Junior Youth Group. Murray for presenting the Christian
teaching, Amy and Christine for taking Youth Group when | have
been unavailable and Dennis for coming and helping the children
assemble the Easter Gardens. | have also had a few parents who
have prepared and served tea or supervised children with some
activities. Without this support | would not be able to organize a
programme with a variety of events.

Vacion writesé

We are moving fast this year, the month of April is upon us, the
autumn breeze is in the air. What®& more is that, we already have
our AGM and our new vestry members and Churcheso
representatives elected. Thank you to all of you who have put your
name forward to embark on the next adventure in the work in which
God has called you. Thanking you also for embracing the mission
of this Church. | pray that we may continue to be the fhands and
feet of Jesusoin the community - | feel very privileged to work with
you all.

In addition, we said our good-byes to our Vicar, Rev. Murray Olson
on the 18" of March with a shared lunch — wonderful to see
everyone at the farewell luncheon. Thank you once again Murray,
Jill and family, for your godly-ministry to our community, in leading
the Parish of St. John®& over eight years. To God be the glory and

all blessings as you prepare forthe socalledr et i r e ment ma-t

As we wait for an appointment of our new Vicar pray that we may
continue to represent as God® witness in the lives of the
community we are serving. Let us remind ourselves with this piece
of Scripture from 2 John 5-6:

iél am not writing you a new
had from t hle ®&d®lgiimmamngwe
anot flenrd. t hi ¢ hiag Iwevewval k i n
commanAdss .you have heard hfirsom

command i s t hatoayweserve ank &nothien
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Praise to Christ Jesus for this wonderful message! May it live in our
hearts as we bring the aroma of the risen Christ to those we meet in
our journey. So as we celebrate the power and the glory of Christ®
resurrection — let us be still and reflect about the events surrounding
Christ® life, death and resurrection and ask what does it mean for
you? As for me Christ®& death and resurrection are incredible events
in history, it is mind-boggling - but sometimes it is easy to hide behind
the event of the Easter Story without confronting the reality that God
indeed intervened in this world in a mysterious way — His Son Jesus
rising from the dead after three days is | believe the central message
of Easter. The risen Christ does not only demonstrate God& power
over creation but he is risen for humanity® sake. As 2 Corinthians 4:
13-15 says:

'But just as we have the same

accordance wifdt hb elcire wa du,r eamal s o

al so believe,
one who

hMmelc sws evews plemdwy
rai sed the Lord Jesus

and will bring us wi'fYhe sy 0 ue viemrty
is for your sake, so that gr ac:¢
peopl e, may increase thanksgi vi

Here in this passage, it is very clear, the death and resurrection of
Jesus is a supernatural event — God entered human history so that
those who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life (John
3:16). This is good news for us as Easter people, Christ& death on
the Cross is our hope that we may have eternal life but we dond have
to wait until we die to enjoy such life, resurrection life is fthe nowoin
our lives. This power is like no other power on earth, it is unique and
special. To get there however is to make a U-turn, confess our sins,
repent of them, and embrace the forgiveness and grace that God
offers through the life and death and resurrection of His Son Christ
Jesus. Right now, | am inviting you to live a vital life by the power of
resurrection, especially when everything and everyone around you
seems dead and lifeless.
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THE PRAYER OF RELI NQUI SH

We learn the Prayer of relinquishment in the School of
Gethsemane.

Gaze in adoring wonder at the scene.

The solitary figure etched against gnarled olive trees. The blood
like sweat falling to the ground. The human longing et this cup
passoand the final relinquishment fhot my will, but yours be doneo

We would do well to meditate often on this unparalleled expression
of relinquishment.

Here we have the incarnate Son praying through His tears and not
receiving what He asks for.

Jesus did know the burden of unanswered prayer. He did want the
cup to pass.

It is recorded in three of the Gospels. He asked His Father to take
away the cup of Calvary. But then He continued His prayer to His
Father. He prayed asking if there was another way to redeem His
people. But there wasnd any other way.

Then and only then He prayed fhot my will but yours be doned
So in His prayer of relinquishment He gave His all, when He
relinquished His will to His Father.

Amen

Amy Rewita
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AAW News

We had a good start to the year with our guest speaker being
Daryll Nix from CommSafe, telling us of the organisation®
beginnings and how we could become involved. We are
fortunate to have people looking after our welfare during the night
hours.

March gave us a chance to hear from Maree Lawn telling us
about the au pair business in NZ, how it works and who uses it.
Some of us were very envious, wishing it had been around many
years ago, but maybe not! We were also able to say fiThank Youd
to our Vicar, who has been so supportive to us during his time
here. We will miss you, Murray!

April will be the turn of one of our members. Jocelyn Taylor.
Jocelyn is a very competent quilter who will show us some of her
work. She will also tell us a little of her craft career.

And in May we will hear the story of the Sharing Shed from its
founders, Shaun and Sarah O®ea. Shaun is the grandson of one
of our long time members, and l@n sure we will enjoy listening to
them, giving us another view of our community.

Four of us went to Te Kuiti recently to hear about the future of
AAW. We came away satisfied with our progress, and feeling
somewhat guilty that we have such a great group of members.
More on the day!

| have felt a presence on my shoulder while writing this, and will
await the phone call telling me what | did wrong, Rae! We miss
you, and hope you are resting peacefully.

Tuesday 10 April

Parish Lounge

Shared Lunch. Bring a

=
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Jesus meets us, calling our name, calming our anxious worries, he
reminds us again and again that God& grace through Christ is not

an object to be known but a gift to be lived! Halleluiah, thanks be to
God.

The traditional English name for the Thursday preceding Easter
comes from the first antiphon of the ceremony of the Washing of the
Feett Mandat um. ™eblatinmord ma n d a fraimrwhich our
word fima n d aderives, refers to our Lord® New Commandment to
his disciples to, flove one another.o

John 13:34

Preparation

We are to glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which
the world has been crucified to us, and to the world (Galatians 6:14)

Grace and peace to you from God
Kia tau ki a koutou, te atawhai me te rangimarie a te Atua.

God fill you with truth and joy.
Ma te atua koe e whakad, ki te pono me te hari.
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Sermon for Easter Day.

My favourite post-resurrection story is that of the Road to Emmaus,
when two bewildered disciples make their way home from an
unforgettable Passover Festival. The Passover had all but been
eclipsed by a dramatic crucifixion and a miraculous raising up on
the third day of the central victim — Jesus. Their unrecognised
companion proceeded to teach the whys of it all starting from
Moses and his Law and through the words and visions of the
prophets. As a Jew, the Law and the prophets tell me much of my
Lord and Saviour, Jesus of Nazareth, and all that he had to teach
and do; and is an important basis of and for my faith. He is the
fulfilment of Hebrew Scripture.

Those two disciples had burning hearts while they listened to every
word he spoke.

Mary Magdalene had a burning heart as well, as she picked her
way through the pre-dawn darkness towards the tomb where her
beloved Jesus lay. Her heart burned with anticipation. But on arrival
she found the stone rolled away and the tomb itself empty. She, in
her walk, did not benefit from a stranger telling her the whys and
wherefores. She was, in the eyes of her menfolk, a woman who
had no rights or credibility.

She hastened back and told the others. Her heart was in turmoil.
Where had they taken Jesus? The men who heard her out decided
to see for themselves. Just in case.

The Easter story is made up of a bricks and mortar of burning
hearts. The burning hearts of Jesusédisciples as they struggled to
understand and grasp his teachings; the burning heart of sorrow as
the Virgin Mary watched her first-born die a wretched death on a
cross; the burning heart of remorse and despair beating within a
dejected Judas of Iscariot; the hearts burning with zeal of the elders
and lawyers as they plotted and schemed the death of one
Gallilean upstart called Jesus; the burning heart of exasperation by
an ignorant and arrogant Pontius Pilate as he tried to placate a
worked up crowd outside; the burning hearts of boredom by the
Roman guards as they whipped, mocked, marched and then
gambled for the clothes of their unfortunate prisoner. And finally the
burning heart broken by the treatment of his chosen people towards
his Son. And yet that burning heart of God triumphed when he
raised up his beloved Jesus.
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18. If you&e been offended by someone — forgive them. If you&e
offended someone - apologise. Don& drag around resentment with
you. It only serves to make you sad and bitter. It doesn& matter who
was right. Someone once said: fHolding a grudge is like taking
poison and expecting the other person to die.0Dond take that
poison. Forgive, forget and move on with your life.

19. If you have a strong belief, savour it. But dond waste your time
trying to convince others. They will make their own choices no
matter what you tell them, and it will only bring you frustration. Live
your faith and set an example. Live true to your beliefs and let that
memory sway them.

20. Laugh. Laugh A LOT. Laugh at everything. Remember, you are
one of the lucky ones. You managed to have a life, a long one.
Many never get to this age, never get to experience a full life. But
you did. So what& not to laugh about? Find the humour in your
situation.

21. Take no notice of what others say about you and even less
notice of what they might be thinking. Theyd do it anyway, and you
should have pride in yourself and what you&e achieved. Let them
talk and dona worry. They have no idea about your history, your
memories and the life you&e lived so far. There® still much to be
written, so get busy writing and dond waste time thinking about
what others might think. Now is the time to be at rest, at peace and
as happy as you can be!
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God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son; but the
world knew and received him not.

And so it goes on.

In the weeks that we have made our way through Lent, the studies
and meditations and prayers, have not our hearts also burned? Has
this Lent been our own Emmaus Walk as well? And has Jesus
revealed himself to us in the breaking of the bread, in the encounters
with our neighbours in need and each other and in the Word. Jesus
revealed himself to those whose hearts burned in turmoil and almost
disbelief.

In the tomb itself, aside from the untidy pile of body linen, there lay
on that stone cold slab a carefully rolled or folded napkin. It was a
signal that the story had not finished. Jesus was coming back to deal
with unfinished business.

Yes, Jesus still has business to do in our midst, in this very Parish.

On April 2". we will no longer have a Vicar. Murray's heart has
burned with much zeal as he ministered with us in our midst. And
please note | said ministered WITH us.

The interregnum that begins tomorrow will require a lot of burning
hearts of zeal, faith, self-confidence, willingness and openness. Our
burning hearts will be tested by disappointments, delays and
frustrations. And we will have to work together, supporting and
praying for each other as well as for the Parish. This will have to be
a team effort, recognising each other® strengths and weaknesses
and gifts and talents and roles of responsibility.

This will be our and our Parish's Emmaus Walk; yes another one.
We can either walk the talk, or talk the walk, or do nothing.

God in his wisdom gave us hearts. Only we can allow our hearts to
burn with zeal. We are his modern-day disciples, this Parish is his
mission station and launch pad.

Worth thinking about, isn't it?

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Norris Hall
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Aging

This was posted up on a Facebook group | belong to, and | thought
would be worth sharing, as it has good advice to follow — John
Graham

1. It® time to use the money you saved up. Use it and enjoy it.
Dond just keep it for those who may have no notion of the
sacrifices you made to get it. Remember there is nothing more
dangerous than a son or daughter-in-law with big ideas for your
hard-earned capital. Warning: This is also a bad time for
investments, even if it seems wonderful or fool-proof. They only
bring problems and worries. This is a time for you to enjoy some
peace and quiet.

2. Stop worrying about the financial situation of your children and
grandchildren, and dond feel bad spending your money on
yourself. You&e taken care of them for many years, and you&e
taught them what you could. You gave them an education, food,
shelter and support. The responsibility is now theirs to earn their
own money.

3. Keep a healthy life, without great physical effort. Do moderate
exercise (like walking every day), eat well and get your sleep. It&
easy to become sick, and it gets harder to remain healthy. That is
why you need to keep yourself in good shape and be aware of your
medical and physical needs. Keep in touch with your doctor, do
tests even when youde feeling well. Stay informed.

4. Always buy the best, most beautiful items for your significant
other. The key goal is to enjoy your money with your partner. One
day one of you will miss the other, and the money will not provide
any comfort then, enjoy it together.

5. Dond stress over the little things. You&e already overcome so
much in your life. You have good memories and bad ones, but the
important thing is the present. Dond let the past drag you down and
donda let the future frighten you. Feel good in the now. Small issues
will soon be forgotten.
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We commi t to God and Pr a
Rae Gifford 2nd Marc
Heat her Newby 10t h Ma

PASTORAL CARE

Please advise the Parish Office (ph 871 5568) of any parishioner
illness, hospital admissions or prayer requests for noting on our
Pastoral Care board.

PRAYER CHAI N

If you need someone to pray for you regularly, or if you know
someone who is sick and needs prayer, please remember that the
Prayer Chain are here to journey with you and in confidence.
Phone Amy Rewita 870 2040 or the Office

Prayer
Chajn (%3
\\5 *s;t ’lsfg/
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Church Services and other
Sundays

8.00am Old St John® weekly

9.00am St Paul® (Hairini), 1st and 3rd Sundays

9.30am St Saviour® (Pirongia) weekly

10.00am St John& weekly

4.30pm  Evensong, on 5th Sunday of the month in Old St John&
Mondays

9.00am Pirongia Craft Group at St Saviour®
9.30am  Knit and Natter in the Parish Lounge
Tuesdays
9-12 Op Shop

10 Prayer Group St John&, praying for the whole Parish
9.30 St Saviour& Walking Group
9-10 Garden Gnomes second Tuesday at St John&

11.00 AAW, second Tuesday in the Parish Lounge
Wednesdays

9.30am Mainly Music, St John& Hall, weekly during School Term.
10.00am Bible Study at St Saviour® during School Term .

7.30pm  Vestry, fourth Wednesday in the Parish Lounge.

Thur sdays

9-12 Op Shop

9 . 3-0 2 . Thé Selwyn Foundation, in the Parish Lounge
10.30am Old St John& 1662 Eucharist

Fridays

9.30am
5.30pm St John& Youth Group
Saturdays

9-12 Op Shop

Mainly Music, St John& Hall, weekly during School Term.

Part
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6. Regardless of age, always keep love alive. Love your partner,
love life, love your family, love your neighbour and remember: A
man is not old as long as he has intelligence and affection.o

7. Be proud, both inside and out. Dond stop going to your hair salon
or barber, do your nails, go to the dermatologist and the dentist,
keep your perfumes and creams well stocked. When you are well-
maintained on the outside, it seeps in, making you feel proud and
strong.

8. Dond lose sight of fashion trends for your age, but keep your own
sense of style. There® nothing worse than an older person trying to
wear the current fashion among youngsters. You&e developed your
own sense of what looks good on you — keep it and be proud of it.
It& part of who you are.

9. ALWAYS stay up-to-date. Read newspapers, watch the news.
Go online and read what people are saying. Make sure you have an
active email account and try to use some of those social networks.
Youdl be surprised what old friends youd meet. Keeping in touch
with what is going on and with the people you know is important at
any age.

10. Respect the younger generation and their opinions. They may
not have the same ideals as you, but they are the future, and will
take the world in their direction. Give advice, not criticism, and try to
remind them that yesterday® wisdom still applies today.

11. Never use the phrase: fin my time.oYour time is now. As long
as youde alive, you are part of this time. You may have been
younger, but you are still you now, having fun and enjoying life.

12. Some people embrace their golden years, while others become
bitter and surly. Life is too short to waste your days on the latter.
Spend your time with positive, cheerful people, itdl rub off on you
and your days will seem that much better. Spending your time with
bitter people will make you older and harder to be around.
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13. Do n'ot surrgnder to the te.mptafuon of'I|V|ng Wlt.h your chlldr.en or COLLI NS ‘Ton y Fabishi:P
grandchildren (if you have a financial choice, that is). Sure, being
surrounded by family sounds great, but we all need our privacy. FLOORI erR A
They need theirs and you need yours. If you&e lost your partner

MTA Assure'd

(our deepest condolences), then find a person to move in with you 1/329 Benson Road Approved Re p a i
and help out. Even then, do so only if you feel you really need the Te Awamutu A A SIS o S tLau't mel
help or do not want to live alone. Ph: 07 870 1091 2 4 Salvag

r
14. Dond abandon your hobbies. If you dond have any, make new 410 Bond Rioa
ones. You can travel, hike, cook, read, dance. You can adopt a cat
or a dog, grow a garden, play cards, checkers, chess, dominoes,
golf. You can paint, volunteer or just collect certain items. Find i R .

something you like and spend some real time having fun with it.

Fax: 07 870 1092

15. Even if you dond feel like it, try to accept invitations. Baptisms, &
graduations, birthdays, weddings, conferences. Try to go. Get out of S LATE S ARE YOU READY FOR w,NTER7
the house, meet people you havend seen in a while, experience - ‘ ’
something new (or something old). But dond get upset when youde ; ?r:{]“r"aﬂg;ﬁﬁgzgc; < Bmeelired inually by mest
not invited. Some events are limited by resources, and not everyone - FIREBOX SAFETY INSPECTION

can be hosted. The important thing is to leave the house from time - GUTTER CLEANING \\\ *Insured
to time. Go to museums and go walk through a field. Get out there. - ROOF/SKYLIGHT LEAKING?

16. Be a conversationalist. Talk less and listen more. Some people 0800 1 8 28 1 8
go on and on about the past, not caring if their listeners are really ANDYMAN
www.slateshandyman.co.nz

interested. That® a great way of reducing their desire to speak with SERVICES LTD mossboss.co.nz
you. Listen first and answer questions, but dond go off into long
stories unless asked to. Speak in courteous tones and try not to
complain or criticise too much unless you really need to. Try to
accept situations as they are. Everyone is going through the same
things, and people have a low tolerance for hearing complaints.
Always find some good things to say as well.

17. Pain and discomfort go hand in hand with getting older. Try not
to dwell on them but accept them as a part of the cycle of life wede
all going through. Try to minimize them in your mind. They are not
who you are, they are something that life added to you. If they
become your entire focus, you lose sight of the person you used to
be.



